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Abstract 



Ibis collection cf research reviews 
summarizes in vest igaticns in the English language arts on 
the elementary and secondary levels. The 76 elementary 
educaticn research studies discussed were drawn from 55 
journals, frcm January 1968 tc December 1968, and are 
grouped in the following areas: summaries and listings of 
research, language, oral communication, written 
communica ticn , reading, beginning reading instructicn, 
program organization and grouping practices, vocabulary and 
word analysis, factors affecting reading achievement, 
children's interests and literature, and special reading 
problems. The 45 investigaticns reported in the secondary 
educaticn section were located through the 1968 numbers of 
"Research in the Teaching of English" and are grouped under 
the following topics: bibliographies and summaries of 
research, general English pedagogy, composition, language, 
literature, oral expression, and reading. (JM) 
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A Summary of Research Studies Relating to 
Language Arts in Elementary Education: 1968 



This eighth annual review of research 
in elementary language arts includes com- 
ments on 76 studies. Of this number the 
great majority deal with reading instruction, 
but there is an increase in the number of 
reports relating to the other aspects of the 
language arts. 

Attempts were made by the reviewers to 
include all studies relating to elementary 
language arts reported in fifty-five journals 
from January, 1968 to December, 1968. In 
some cases judgments were made by the 
reviewers as to whether or not an article 
was a research study; any other omissions 
are the responsibility of the reviewers and 
are probably the result of faulty library 
searching. 

Again, as in previous years, this review 
is presented under the sponsorship of the 
Committee on Research of the National 
Council of Teachers of English. 

Research Summaries and Listings 

A summary of investigations relating to 
reading was reported by Robinson, Wein- 
traub, and Smith. 1 Their review included 

*Dr. Sheldon is Professor of Education and 
Director of the Reading and Language Arts Cen- 
ter at Syracuse University; Dr. Lashinger is As- 
sistant Professor of Education (Visiting) at the 
Reading Research Center of Syracuse University. 

1 Helen M. Robinson, Samuel Weintraub, and 
Helen K. Smith, “Summaries of Investigations 
Relating to Reading, July 1, 1966 to June 30, 
1967,” Reading Research Quarterly, 3 (Winter, 
1968 ) 301 pp. 



310 studies grouped under six major cate- 
gories: (1) Summaries of Specific Aspects 
of Reading Research; (2) Teacher Prepara- 
tion and Practice; (3) Sociology of Read- 
ing; (4) Physiology and Psychology of 
Reading; (5) The Teaching of Reading; 
( 6 ) Reading of Atypical Learners. In addi- 
tion to the review itself, an annotated bib- 
liography is presented. 

Harris, Otto, and Barrett 2 reviewed 155 
studies appearing between July 1, 1966 
and June 30, 1967. These studies were 
treated under the following classifications: 
(1) The Sociology of Reading; (2) The 
Psychology of Reading; (3) The Physiology 
of Reading; (4) The Teaching of Reading. 

An entire issue of the Journal of Educa- 
tion 3 was deveted to the concept of atten- 
tion in education. Six reviews of research 
dealing with the concept were presented 
under the following titles: (1) Attention 
Research: The Case of the Verbal Phan- 
tom by David Mostofsky; ( 2 ) Attention 
in Brain-Damaged People by Leonard Dil- 
lar and Joseph Weinberg; (3) Attention 
and Early Learning: A Selected Review 
by Abraham Blum and Carolyn Adcock; 
(4) The Factor of Attention in Under- 
achievement by John V. Gilmore; (5) At- 



2 Theodore L. Harris, Wayne Otto, and Thomas 
C. Barrett, “Summary and Review of Investi- 
gations Relating to Reading July 1, 1966 to June 
30 1967,” The Journal of Educational Research 
61 (February, 1968 ) 243-264. 

3 Journal of Education (Boston University) Vol. 
150, No. 3, February, 1968. 
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